Minutes of: LICENSING AND SAFETY PANEL
Date of Meeting: Tuesday 17 June 2014

Present: Councillor D Jones (in the Chair),
Councillors: P Adams, K S Briggs , D M
Cassidy, T Holt, J Grimshaw, R
Hodkinson, A K Matthews, A Simpson
and S Southworth

Apologies for absence: Councillors N Bayley, I Bevan and J F
Walton

Public Attendance: There were no members of the public in
attendance

LSP.37

LSP.38

LSP.39

LSP.40

LSP.41

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

No declarations were made at the meeting.
MINUTES

Delegated decision:

That the Minutes of the Licensing and Safety Panel meeting held on 8
May 2014 be approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

PUBLIC QUESTION TIME

There were no members of the public present to ask questions under
this item.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
Delegated decision:

That in accordance with Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act
1972, the press and public be excluded from the meeting during
consideration of the following items of business since it involved the
likely disclosure of information relating to individuals who hold Licences
granted by the Authority or applicants for Licences provided by the
Authority.

PROPOSED SUSPENSION/REVOCATION OF A PRIVATE HIRE
DRIVER’S LICENCE

The Licensing Manager presented a report submitted by the Assistant

Director (Localities) on the proposed suspensions of Private Hire
Driver’s Licences.
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The licence holders and their representatives were invited into the
meeting room for their hearing and the Chairman outlined the
procedure to be followed. The Licensing Manager read out the
contents of the report which were accepted by each of the Licence
Holders.

The Licence Holders and their representatives took the opportunity to
address the Panel.

Delegated decisions:

1. That upon considering the written report, the oral representations
made by the Licence Holder and his representative and taking
account of relevant policy and guidance, the Panel resolved that it
was reasonable, necessary and proportionate to take no further
action against the Licence Holder identified as 12/2014, but to
admonish the Licence Holder as to future conduct.

The Panel acknowledged the serious nature of the offence the
Licence Holder had been convicted of, but took into account the
provocation suffered, the fact the Licence Holder had been the
holder of a licence since 1997 and there had been no other
complaints or convictions registered against him. The Panel noted
the references provided in support of the Licence Holder and was
satisfied in this instance that the Licence Holder had showed
remorse for his actions and that they would not be repeated.

2. That upon considering the written report, the oral representations
made by the Licence Holder and taking account of relevant policy
and guidance, the Panel resolved that it was reasonable, necessary
and proportionate to take no further action against identified as
20/2014, but to admonish the Licence Holder as to future
conduct and to add a condition to the licence that the
Licence Holder appear before this Panel in 6 months time.

The Panel highlighted the serious nature of the offence the Licence
Holder had been convicted of, but noted that the Licence Holder
had pleaded guilty and had shown remorse for his actions which
were out of character, having had no previous convictions.

APPLICATION FOR A HACKNEY CARRIAGE/PRIVATE HIRE
DRIVER’S LICENCE

The Licensing Manager presented a report submitted by the Assistant
Director (Localities) regarding applications for Public/Private Hire

Vehicles Drivers’ Licences.

The Applicants were invited to attend the meeting for separate
hearings. The Chair outlined the procedure to be followed and the
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Applicants were invited to address the Panel separately on their
applications and any matters referred to in the Officer’s report. The
Licensing Manager read out the contents of each report which were
accepted by each of the Applicants.

Delegated decisions:

1.

2.

3.

That after careful consideration of the written report and the oral
representations submitted by the Applicant and the Applicant’s
representative and taking into account the Council’s Conviction
Guidelines, the Panel determined the Applicant to be a fit and
proper person in accordance with the Local government
(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and that the application for a
Private Hire Driver’s Licence by Applicant 14/2014 be granted for
a period of 6 months.

The Panel noted the seriousness of the offence disclosed by the
Applicant and the resulting prison sentence. It also noted that
independent verification of the offence listed had been sought but
had not been provided and that the sentence of imprisonment had
been given more than 3 years ago.

The Panel requested that the Licensing Officers be authorised to
extend the licence period subject to no issues being brought to light
during the 6 month period.

That after careful consideration of the written report and the oral
representations submitted by the Applicant and taking into account
the Council’'s Conviction Guidelines, the Panel determined the
Applicant to be a fit and proper person in accordance with the Local
government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and that the
application for a Hackney Carriage Driver's Licence by Applicant
15/2014 be granted.

The Panel noted that the convictions recorded against the Applicant
related to maters more than7 years ago and that the Applicant had
shown remorse and changed his life. It was also noted that he had
been granted both Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Licences by
another authority with knowledge of the conviction.

That after careful consideration of the written report and the oral
representations submitted by the Applicant and taking into account
the Council’'s Conviction Guidelines, the Panel determined the
Applicant to be a fit and proper person in accordance with the Local
government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and that the
application for a Private Hire Driver’s Licence by Applicant 16/2014
be granted.

The Panel noted the seriousness of the offences but these had

taken place almost 5 years ago and there were no other matters
recorded against the Applicant.
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4. That after careful consideration of the written report and the oral
representations submitted by the Applicant and taking into account
the Council’'s Conviction Guidelines, the Panel determined the
Applicant to be a fit and proper person in accordance with the Local
government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and that he
application for a Private Hire Driver’s Licence by Applicant 17/2014
be granted for a period of 6 months.

The Panel noted the seriousness of the offence for which the
Applicant was cautioned but noted he had not gained from it and
that it had been committed at a time when his father was ill and
subsequently died.

The Panel requested that the Licensing Officers be authorised to
extend the licence period subject to no issues being brought to light
during the 6 month licence period.

5. That after careful consideration of the written report and the oral
representations made by the Applicant and his representative and
all the evidence presented including written references, and taking
into account the Council’'s Conviction Guidelines, the Panel
determined the Applicant not to be a fit and proper person in
accordance with the Local government (Miscellaneous Provisions)
Act 1976 and that the Applicant identified as 18/2014 and
determined that the application for a Private Hire Driver’s Licence
be refused.

The Panel noted that the previous allegations made against the
Applicant by a passenger had been denied by him both before Panel
and before the Magistrates Court at a subsequent appeal, at which
he was unsuccessful. Although he did advise the Panel he now
admitted his action, it was noted that he had therefore previously
lied to the Panel and Magistrates and had forced the complainant to
have to give evidence. Although he had shown remorse the Panel
felt that there had been insufficient time since his previous licence
had been revoked, for it to be satisfied he was fit and proper.

The Panel concluded that that the actions of the Applicant when
previously licensed as a taxi driver still raised serious concerns
about public safety. The Panel noted that the applicant had
apologised and accepted that his conduct had fallen below the
standards expected in order to safeguard the public use of taxis in
the Borough.

6. That after careful consideration of the written report and the oral
representations submitted by the Applicant and taking into account
the Council’s Conviction Guidelines, the Panel determined the
Applicant to be a fit and proper person in accordance with the Local
government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 and that the
application for a Hackney Carriage Driver's Licence by Applicant
19/2014 be granted.
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The Panel accepted the Applicants explanation for the offence
committed, and although a serious matter, they also noted it had
been committed over 3 years ago and that the Applicant holds

Hackney Carriage Licences with 2 other authorities who are aware
of the conviction.

COUNCILLOR D JONES
CHAIR

(Note: The meeting started at 7.00 pm and finished at 9.35
pm)
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